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Senior Warden Ramblings 

June is a time for celebration at 

St. Raphael’s – grads, dads and 

new members. On June 5th we 

as a community of faith will cel-

ebrate our graduates, both high 

school and college. Come and join 

with us as we honor the graduates and their 

families. On June 19th we will remember all of 

the dads who have been a part of our lives. 

One June 26th we will welcome to the commu-

nity of St. Raphael new members. It is always 

a delight to have new people join us. They 

bring a new and fresh perspective to the 

church and help us to get out of our collective 

rut.  

Later this summer, we will have other celebra-

tions, most specifically the Arts and Crafts Fes-

tival on August 27th and 28th. A small group of 

individuals have already begun to plan for this 

event, but we will need everyone to make this 

a success. Help is needed for set-up on August 

26th, getting vendors (now is the time), making 

baked goods and then selling them, work at the 

Thrift store and the book table, cooking and 

selling lunch and ultimately take down on the 

28th. This is just a few of the jobs that you can 

do. You don’t have to work all day on both 

days, but a few hours of your time would be 

great. Contact Rev. Twyla or Dennis McKinney 

and volunteer your time. This is a big fund-

raiser for the church.  

Because summer is vacation and fun time, it is 

easy to forget your pledge to the church. This, 

however, can be disastrous for the church and 

for the people who work at the church. We 

need to continue to pay the bills, so don’t forget 

the church while you are having your vacation. 

I would like to wish you all a great summer. 

May you have lots of barbecues and picnics, 

vacation trips and a time to visit with friends 

and loved-ones. Take time to read a book, 

work in the yard and walk the dog on warm 

evenings. When you are away from us, we will 

pray for your safety and I ask that you pray for 

the church. Make this your best summer ever.   

Yours in Christ,  

Irene Kornelly    

Senior Warden 

ST. RAPHAEL ARTS AND 

CRAFTS FESTIVAL 

AUGUST 27 & 28 2016 

We are less than 4 months away from this year’s 
event. Your Church Development Institute (CDI) 
Team, Sarah Anderson, Rev. Twyla, Dennis 
McKinney as well as a number of other members 
of the parish have had monthly planning meet-
ings. 

A save the date reminder and flier has been sent 
to all of last year’s vendors so they can hand 
them out or post them at other craft fairs through-
out the year. All Episcopal churches in Colorado 
Springs and all of the churches in the Security, 
Widefield and Fountain area will also be sent a 
flier. We are hoping The Fountain Valley News 
will advertise the Festival again for the three 
weeks leading up to the event in August, and 
have postings on a number of crafting website. 
Thanks to information from John Rawdon, Den-
nis is in contact with another local Craft Fair hop-
ing to get their vendor information, as they will not 
be having their fair this year.      

We have purchased a beautiful propane gas grill 
with the help of a fund raiser by Sarah Anderson, 
donations from our Samoan Assemblies of God 
brothers and sisters and some of our own parish 
family. If you know of anyone wishing to be a ven-
dor, please have them contact the church office 
at 392-3563. 

There will be planning meetings on the 3rd Satur-
day of each month at 8:30 am. Our next meeting 
is scheduled for Saturday, June 18th  at 8:30. We 
cannot make this event a success without your 
help and support.   

Keep praying for a successful Festival and great 
weather. 

St. Raphael’s Staff 
The Rt. Rev. Robert O’Neill, Bishop  
The Rev. Dr. Christopher A. Johnson Rector  
The Rev. Twyla J. Zittle, Assistant Rector 
Judy Westcott, Director of Music 
Irene Kornelly, Senior Warden 
John Rawdon, Junior Warden 
 
St Raphael’s Church 
802 Leta Dr. Security, CO 80911 
Phone: 719-392-3563, Fax: 719-391-9624 
Email: straphaelepiscopal@gmail.com 

SAVE THE DATE 

Arts & Crafts Festival 

August 27 & 28 2016 
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Pastoral Pontification 

A certain creditor had two debt-

ors; one owed five hundred de-

narii, and the other fifty. When 

they could not pay, he can-

celed the debts for both of them. 

Now which of them will love him 

more? (Luke 7:41-42) 

We will hear this story during our gospel read-

ing on June12th. I chose to reflect on it now so 

that you can carry it with you throughout the 

summer months ahead. Some days I identify 

myself as the debtor of only fifty denarii while 

other days I think even five hundred is a small 

debt. But regardless of the amount of debt we 

might find ourselves owing God, it is good for 

us to take note that God’s generosity with us is 

often greater than any generosity we can offer 

as forgiveness to others  

So rather than invite us to reflect on our debts, 

I would like to invite us to reflect on the gift of 

generosity God offers us so freely. Let us re-

lease ourselves from the weight of our indebt-

edness so that we are free to celebrate the 

generosity of God’s grace given us instead.   

I start from this place: God has given each of 

us gifts for building up the body, gifts for the 

common good. Imagine, for a moment, that as 

a result of your God-given gifts you have en-

joyed great prosperity and social standing. Im-

agine also your best use of those God-given 

gifts. You are now in a position to celebrate 

God’s generosity. You are also now in a posi-

tion to extend God’s generosity to others 

simply by the way you will use your God-given 

gifts. This is what I want to invite you to hang 

onto throughout the summer…your celebration 

and your willingness to share that celebration 

with others. 

Don’t expend your energy being critical of what 

you haven’t done or at least haven’t done well. 

Instead, be the blessing you have been cre-

ated to be. Be the gift of grace and generosity 

to others even if they are indebted to you for 

your generosity. Let the indebtedness go. Let 

the grace of God flow. 

Fr. Chris  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Junior Warden’s Notes 

We have accomplished a great deal 

this month. The church now has two 

functioning bathrooms in the base-

ment of the church. Thanks to Fred 

Jones replacing the exhaust fan in 

one of the bathrooms. Donna Lingley 

has volunteered to paint both new bathrooms in 

light pastel colors. This now gives us five bath-

rooms of which the bathroom in the upstairs of 

the church is ADA compliant.  

There has been a new six burner grill with a side 

burner purchased for the church. It will be stored 

in the shed where the long tables are stored. The 

Samoan community paid half of the cost of the 

grill. All of the old grills and trash was removed 

by four young men from the Samoan community.  

If anyone has an extra propane tank they could 

donate to the church it would be humbly ac-

cepted.  

On Saturday May 14 we had a Parish Work Day. 

We had 22 people come to help with the projects. 

It was a combined effort of both the Samoan con-

gregation and the Episcopal congregation. Some 

of the tasks completed/worked on were:  

 Cleaning the gutters on the parish hall 

 Washing the windows in the parish hall 

 Washing all of the folding chairs in the 

parish hall 

 Cleaning the kitchen to include wiping 

down all of the cabinets, cleaning the 

counters, cleaning the floors and clean-

ing the tops of both cook stoves and the 

grill 
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 Vacuuming the carpet in the parish hall 

 Trimming the hedge by the parish hall of-

fice door 

 Trimming the big bush by the handi-

capped parking lot 

 The Labyrinth was swept 

 The lawn was mowed and fertilized on 

Thursday  

 The patio doors were cleaned on Friday  

 Ron worked in the Columbarium  

 The trim on the storage shed was painted 

 Spot painting of the white paint on the 

church was worked on 

 Painting the privacy slats for the church 

sliding doors was partially completed 

 The rear outside stairwell was cleaned 

and swept 

 All of the pews in the church were 

washed with Murphy’s Oil Soap 

 The floors under the pews were dust 

mopped 

 The church carpet was vacuumed 

 The choir loft was cleaned and organized 

Flood lights were replaced on the main church 

sign. I found out that there is a short in the system 

that I believe is caused by water getting into the 

light socket. I have made a collar out of a rubber 

part from a 1955 Willys Pickup.   

One of the highlights of the day was that one of 

the older Samoan girls asked if she could paint, I 

said sure and gave her a paint brush. Five or ten 

minutes later all eight of the kids from four years 

old and up asked me if they could paint also. I 

gave them all a paint brush and told them where 

to paint. They got paint on the areas where I 

showed them plus so much wet and dry paint on 

the brushes that I finally threw the brushes away. 

The kids were talking and screaming and had a 

ball while helping. I thought this was great and 

they were part of the working group.   

I have completed the refurbishing of the two 

desks for SRP. They were both coming 

apart. One was painted an antique green 

and had holes in the top.  

We had a required fire inspection done. All 

fire extinguishers were checked. All fire 

sprinklers were checked. Emergency light-

ing was inspected and tested. The exit signs 

were inspected and some light bulbs were 

replaced. It was recommended that the 

walls of the small fitting room in the Thrift 

Store be lowered so that the fire sprinkler 

system could also reach inside the booth.   

The three back flow devises were inspected 

and tested. A copy of the report will be sent 

to Security Water as required every year. 

The Fire Inspector also recommended that we 

have a visible first aid kit in each building.   

Please don't forget we have a craft fair here on 

the church grounds August 27 and 28. If you or a 

friend would like to participate as vendors please 

call Patty Aranda at 290-7513. We would like to 

have 30 or 40 vendors so please help us out.  

We are still encouraging people to support their 

church by volunteering their time, talent and 

treasure to help clean and maintain the church 

building and the parish hall as well as donating 

supplies such as toilet paper, paper towels, etc.  

There is a spread sheet on the Kiosk in the parish 

hall that indicates our needs.  

I would like to thank everyone who has helped 

with all of the tasks it takes to keep parish 

cleaned, maintained and inviting.  

I am always available to show you what needs to 

be accomplished.  

My cell phone is 719-660-7024.     My home 

phone is 719-390-6813 

John Rawdon      Junior Warden 

 

 

 

 

 

1955 Willys Pickup 

Council of Ministries (CoM) 
 

Rev. Twyla Chair of CoM, Readers 
Irene Kornelly Senior Warden, Food Pantry 
John Rawdon Junior Warden 
Faye McQueen Daughters of the King 
Mike LeMay Ushers, Hospitality Com. 
Sarah Anderson Acolytes, Chalice Ministers 
Sharon Johnson Lay Eucharistic Visitors 
Sheri Lynn Prayers & Squares 
Ella Nuss Columbarium 
Betty Rawdon Altar Guild 
Ron Mesch Messenger (editor) 
Maria Estevez O’Connell Thrift Store (manager) 
Debbie Johnson St. Raphael’s Place (director) 
Dennis McKinney Craft Fair (chair) 
Judy Westcott Music director 
Fr. Chris   Rector 



- 5 - 

 

 

Musings from Mom 

Velcro or Teflon? 

Once a year the clergy of our dio-

cese gather for “Clergy Confer-

ence” which is a time of learning, 

renewal, reconnecting with other 

clergy, a time for Bishop O’Neill to 

address the clergy about various 

issues, and a time to hopefully rest in God’s 

love and grace. This year we were blessed to 

have Fr. Richard Rohr as our conference 

speaker. 

Fr. Rohr is a Franciscan priest in the Roman 

Catholic Church, director of the Center for Ac-

tion and Contemplation in Albuquerque, NM, 

an international speaker, as well as a prolific 

author.  Fr. Rohr is also a very humble human 

being who has a delightful sense of humor and 

we were blessed by his presence among us!    

I’ve heard him one other time and each time I 

found myself wanting to write down every 

world he said and just listen to what he said 

without trying to take perfect notes. Haven’t fig-

ured that one out yet!   

One of the many points he shared with us had 

to do with Velcro and Teflon. He started by 

sharing the if we want to change our thoughts 

to positive thoughts, we need to savor positive 

moments, thoughts, ideas for 15 seconds in or-

der for the thought, idea, etc., to sink into our 

brains. 15 seconds! Not very long and yet, I’d 

bet most of us might be squirming after about 

7 seconds.   

Velcro moments are negative thoughts that 

take hold of us and feel like someone is pulling 

the Velcro tighter and tighter. Stress, panic, 

and not a very hopeful moment in our lives! 

Can’t you just hear the Velcro? 

Teflon moments are smooth, gentle, positive, 

and life giving. I’m not sure what kind of sound 

we might attribute to Teflon, but maybe some-

thing like a gentle wave that promises to carry 

us along for a wonderful ride.   

Are we Velcro thinkers or Teflon thinkers? Je-

sus encourages us to be Teflon people-people 

that are positive, people that see the good, the 

best, and the possibilities. As summer ap-

proaches (even with the prediction of snow in 

the high country today), I wonder what might 

transpire in our lives if we could promise our-

selves to take time each and every day to ex-

perience and embrace more and more Teflon 

moments? Can we incorporate Teflon into our 

prayer life? Into our thinking about the actions 

of others? Into our own self talk? 

May your summer be filled with many Teflon 

moments! 

Blessings 

Rev. Twyla 

 

 

 

May Vestry Meeting 

Highlights 

The Vestry met on Thursday, May 19, 2016 at 

7:00 pm in the Parish Hall. The highlights from 

the meeting are: 

 

 The meeting was opened with Compline 

and reflection.  

 The minutes from the April 21, 2016 meet-

ing was approved.  

 Ella presented the Treasurer’s Report. 

Pledge income for 2016 is beginning well 

as is non-pledge income. Let’s keep it up! 

The April 2016 treasurer’s reports were 

approved for audit.  

 The Vestry had several items to discuss 

under Old Business.   

The Vestry discussed the clean-up sched-

ule currently posted on the kiosk. This is a 

schedule for regular cleaning, mainte-

nance and purchase of supplies for the 

church and parish hall. Ways were dis-

cussed to make this sign-up sheet more 

visible to all members of the Parish. 

 Under New Business the Vestry dis-

cussed the following:  

The Vestry discussed the up-coming Arts 

and Crafts Festival on August 27th and 

28th. Everyone’s help will be needed to 

make this a BIG success. Watch for more 

information in the weekly bulletin and in 

The Messenger this summer.  
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 John Rawdon presented the Junior War-

den report. Church wide clean-up day on 

May 14th was a success, despite the cold 

and rainy weather. Lot’s of projects were 

completed, but there are still some to be 

done that required better weather. Talk to 

John about helping out. The bathrooms in 

the basement are now operational! Paint-

ing still needs to be done. 

 Rev. Twyla reported on the Clergy Confer-

ence. It was a good conference and the 

speaker, Rev. Richard Rohr, was excel-

lent. We will all benefit from Fr. Chris and 

Rev. Twyla’s attendance at the confer-

ence.   

 The meeting was adjourned and closing 

prayer was offered.  

 

If you would like more information about any of 

these items, the complete minutes are posted 

on the kiosk or ask a member of the Vestry.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SRP NEWS 

Debra Johnson 

There is something I have ne-

glected to inform the congrega-

tion about (though not intention-

ally!). Most of you know that Sa-

rah Anderson was going to be 

teaching with me in the class-

room at SRP. After a heart to heart talk, Sarah 

and her mother, Wanda, have decided that Sa-

rah is needed at home due to the unpredicta-

bility of Wanda’s health. Both Sarah and 

Wanda are very supportive of SRP and are do-

ing whatever they can to help with the birthing 

process. 

While at the Bishop’s blessing of SRP last Oc-

tober, I learned from Kim Tacey that she has 

worked with preschool age children and was 

very interested in the possibility of working with 

me at SRP! As you can imagine this was won-

derful news to my ears! 

Kim and I started meeting weekly in January 

and continue to do so. We are working on the 

application the state requires to become a li-

censed childcare center. I have added Kim to 

our committee as well as Kathleen Gribble who 

has a Master’s degree in Early Childhood Ed-

ucation.   

Kim is preparing to take two summer classes 

in order to be Lead Teacher qualified. The 

state mandates that the center have a Director 

and a Lead Teacher in order to cover the 11.5 

hours a day we will be open. When Kim and I 

are not working together an aide will be there 

so that there will always be two staff members 

with the children at all times.  

Please continue to keep SRP in your daily 

prayers. Kim and I are excited to finish the li-

censure paperwork in order to start working on 

the FUN that we will have inside and outside 

the classroom! 

Pennies from Heaven for SRP – June 12th 

 

A word from the Lord 

A Minister passing through his church in the 

middle of the day, decided to pause by the altar 

to see who came to pray. Just then the back 

door opened, and a man came down the aisle, 

the minister frowned as he saw the man hadn't 

shaved in a while. His shirt was torn and 

shabby, and his coat was worn and frayed, the 

man knelt down and bowed his head, then rose 

and walked away. 

In the days that followed at precisely noon, the 

preacher saw this chap, each time he knelt just 

for a moment, a lunch pail in his lap. 

Well, the minister's suspicions grew, with rob-

bery a main fear, he decided to stop and ask 

the man, 'What are you doing here?' The old 

man said he was a factory worker and lunch 

was half an hour; lunchtime was his prayer 

time, for finding strength and power. I stay only 

a moment because the factory's far away; as I 

kneel here talking to the Lord, this is kinda what 

I say: 'I just came by to tell you, lord, how happy 
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I have been, since we found each other’s 

friendship and you took away my sin. Don't 

know much of how to pray, but I think about 

you every day. So, Jesus, this is Ben, just 

checking in today.' 

The minister feeling foolish, told Ben that it was 

fine. He told the man that he was welcome to 

pray there anytime. 

'It's time to go, and thanks,' Ben said as he hur-

ried to the door. 

Then the minister knelt there at the altar, which 

he'd never done before. his cold heart melted, 

warmed with love, as he met with Jesus there. 

As the tears flowed down his cheeks, he re-

peated old Ben's prayer: 'I just came by to tell 

you, lord, how happy I have been, since we 

found each other’s friendship and you took 

away my sin. Don't know much of how to pray, 

but I think about you every day. So, Jesus, this 

is Ben, just checking in today.' 

Past noon one day, the minister noticed that 

old Ben hadn't come. As more days passed 

and still no Ben, he began to worry some. At 

the factory, he asked about him, learning he 

was ill. 

The hospital staff was worried, but he'd given 

them a thrill. The week that Ben was with them, 

brought changes in the ward. His smiles and 

joy contagious. Changed people were his re-

ward. The head nurse couldn't understand why 

Ben could be so glad, when no flowers, calls or 

cards came, not a visitor he had. 

The minister stayed by his bed, he voiced the 

nurse's concern: no friends had come to show 

they cared. He had nowhere to turn looking 

surprised, old Ben spoke up and with a win-

some smile; 'The nurse is wrong, she couldn't 

know, he's been here all the while.' Every day 

at noon He comes here, a dear friend of mine, 

you see, he sits right down and takes my hand, 

leans over and says to me: 'I just came by to 

tell you, Ben, how happy I have been, since we 

found this friendship, and I took away your sin. 

I think about you always and I love to hear you 

pray, and so Ben, this is Jesus, just checking 

in today.' 

 

 

 

Rule of Life on Evil 

By Charles.LaFond 

The problem with evils is that they are often so 

lovely. Why would we reach for them if they 

were not. And they are insidious, they attach to 

us and they grow by feeding off of our good-

ness. 

There is no such thing as Evil. There are only 

evils. Remember what Augustine said, that 

God has crushed the serpent’s head under the 

resurrection but that its tail still trashes around 

wreaking destruction.  The evils you see are 
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these post-resurrection skirmishes. That is 

what you see. Jesus has vanquished but God 

seems willing to allow evils to run rampant. 

Remember also what you tell children, be-

cause it helps you to calm about the evils you 

see: an apple pie would be bland without its 

spices of clove, cinnamon and allspice - and 

yet, a spoonful of them (though it will knock out 

diarrhea in a flash!) will taste bitter. The evils 

we see and experience are like the clove in a 

teaspoon. It is a concentrate of an ingredient to 

life which keeps us from being hopelessly silly. 

Most of the evils in my life come because of a 

lack of mindfulness. I am simply not paying at-

tention. I am not noticing. This happens to me 

when I am tired or over-committed. So this 

chapter of my rule must join other chapters 

about health and sabbath and work in coach-

ing me to be mindful so that I am less likely to 

promote my evils. I may not be able to stop the 

evils of others - in commission or omission. But 

I can do something about the evils of which I 

am capable. So that is where I must begin. 

If I can spend the time needed in the morning 

with mindfulness meditation and in the evening 

with recollection - then and only then will I see 

the seeds of evil forming and perhaps find the 

strength to pick them out and discard them. 

What do the events Holy Week mean, but the 

chance to see evils unfold even for God. And 

in standing there, attending those services, 

watching that story unfold moment by moment, 

year after year, I will be reminded that evils ex-

ist, that they are not hard to see coming and 

that sometimes we must simply stand firm and 

let people who perpetrate evils, do so, even on 

us. But then we bandage, we heal and we get 

back to the work of mindfulness so that we are 

not one day the perpetrator. 

In the end. Fighting evils can only be done by 

our own awareness. Starting there, we can 

fight evils very well indeed. And must. For there 

are many innocents out there. And you are one 

too. 

 

 

“When I despair, I remember that all through 

history the way of truth and love have always 

won. There have been tyrants and murderers, 

and for a time, they can seem invincible, but in 

the end, they always fall. Think of it--always.”  

― Mahatma Gandhi 

“People who claim that they're evil are usually 

no worse than the rest of us... It's people who 

claim that they're good, or any way better than 

the rest of us, that you have to be wary of.”  

― Gregory Maguire, Wicked: The Life and 

Times of the Wicked Witch of the West  

“If only it were all so simple! If only there were 

evil people somewhere insidiously committing 

evil deeds, and it were necessary only to sep-

arate them from the rest of us and destroy 

them. But the line dividing good and evil cuts 

through the heart of every human being. And 

who is willing to destroy a piece of his own 

heart?”  

― Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, The Gulag Archi-

pelago 1918-1956  

“Evil isn’t the real threat to the world. Stupid is 

just as destructive as Evil, maybe more so, and 

it’s a hell of a lot more common. What we really 

need is a crusade against Stupid. That might 

actually make a difference.”  

― Jim Butcher, Vignette  

“Most of the evil in this world is done by people 

with good intentions.”  

― T.S. Eliot 

“Men never do evil so completely and cheer-

fully as when they do it from religious convic-

tion.”  

― Blaise Pascal, Pensées  
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“Nothing is easier than to denounce the evil-

doer; nothing is more difficult than to under-

stand him.”  

― Fyodor Dostoyevsky 

“Son, the greatest trick the Devil pulled was 

convincing the world there was only one of 

him.”  

― David Wong, John Dies at the End  

“In keeping silent about evil, in burying it so 

deep within us that no sign of it appears on the 

surface, we are implanting it, and it will rise up 

a thousand fold in the future. When we neither 

punish nor reproach evildoers, we are not 

simply protecting their trivial old age, we are 

thereby ripping the foundations of justice from 

beneath new generations.”  

― Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, The Gulag Archi-

pelago 1918-1956  

“Imaginary evil is romantic and varied; real evil 

is gloomy, monotonous, barren, boring. Imagi-

nary good is boring; real good is always new, 

marvelous, intoxicating.”  

― Simone Weil 

“Evil is unspectacular and always human, And 

shares our bed and eats at our own table”  

― W.H. Auden, Collected Poems  

“Evil is committed without effort, naturally, fa-

tally; goodness is always the product of some 

art.”  

― Charles Baudelaire 

“Merely to resist evil with evil by hating those 

who hate us and seeking to destroy them, is 

actually no resistance at all. It is active and pur-

poseful collaboration in evil that brings the 

Christian into direct and intimate contact with 

the same source of evil and hatred which in-

spires the acts of his enemy. It leads in practice 

to a denial of Christ and to the service of hatred 

rather than love.”  

― Thomas Merton, Passion for Peace; Reflec-

tions on War and Nonviolence  

To say that I am made in the image of God is 

to say that Love is the reason for my existence, 

for God is love. Love is my true identity. Self-

lessness is my true self. Love is my true char-

acter. Love is my name. 

― Seeds of Contemplation (1949). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IX TINY STORIES WITH 

'GREAT' MEANINGS 

{1} Once all villagers decided to pray for rain, 

on the day of prayer all the people gathered, 

but only one boy came with an umbrella. 

That's FAITH 

{2} When you throw a baby in the air, she 

laughs because she knows you will catch her. 

That's TRUST 

{3} Every night we go to bed, without any as-

surance of being alive the next morning but still 

we set the alarms to wake up. 

That's HOPE 

{4} We plan big things for tomorrow in spite of 

zero knowledge of the future. 

That's CONFIDENCE 

{5} We see the world suffering, but still we get 

married and have children. 

That's LOVE 

{6} On an old man's shirt was written a sen-

tence “I am not 90 years old.... I am sweet 16 

with 74 years experience” 

That's ATTITUDE 
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Can I get a welcome? 

Heather Hill 

I wanted to share a few stories of experiences 

I have had visiting other worshipping commu-

nities, both good and bad. Before I moved to 

my current parish but after I had finished serv-

ing at my last parish, my fiancé (now husband) 

and I worshipped with two other Episcopal 

churches. We decided to go without any indi-

cation that we were priests (incognito-no col-

lars, etc.) so that we could just participate and 

worship without drawing extra attention. We 

chose the first church because they wor-

shipped in a higher style than we usually did 

and thought it would be an interesting experi-

ence. The second church we chose because it 

was not far away from where we were and they 

had a service late enough for us to sleep in a 

little. Before we went I thought that we would 

experience people being too eager for us to 

become involved. We were on the surface 

what many churches said they were looking 

for- a young couple who obviously knew and 

loved the liturgy. 

Boy was I wrong! At both parishes nobody 

spoke to us except for the priest! (One of them 

knew me because it was not far from the parish 

I had been serving.) The first service we sat 

through not knowing much of what was going 

on, but no one offered us help to understand. 

They worshipped in a very high church style 

and had extra special actions because a 

bishop was visiting that neither of us had seen 

before. The second church had worship similar 

to what we knew and we participated fully. The 

second one even had a time at the end for vis-

itors to stand up and introduce themselves. 

The priest who knew me looked at me and I 

shook my head, “no.” My husband and I are 

both introverted and neither of us wanted to 

make a spectacle of ourselves. We just wanted 

to worship. So maybe nobody said hello there 

because we did not stand up in front of 100 

people we did not know to introduce ourselves. 

At the second parish we then spent 15 minutes 

wandering around trying to find a bathroom 

and still no one said hello or asked if they could 

help. Leaving the second week in a row with 

the only hint of welcome coming from the 

priests, I couldn’t help but think that it’s no won-

der the Episcopal Church is losing members. I 

would not have returned to either place to wor-

ship. 

In direct contrast to that experience was a wor-

ship service I attended recently at a convent in 

Tiffin, OH. I was attending a retreat there and 

as part of our schedule we had the option to 

join the sisters for Vespers, an evening prayer 

service. I enjoy praying with others in new 

ways so I went. Two of us from the retreat 

stepped into the door of the chapel looking 

around trying to figure out what we should do. 

Within a minute two sisters who had been sit-

ting at different places in the sanctuary came 

over and offered to sit with us and help us 

through the service. Though a little unsure of 

being approached and wanting to blend in the 

back (I was at a Roman Catholic convent and 

was not sure how they would greet me), I 

agreed. The sister handed us their prayer 

books and pointed to numbers on a wall. They 

were code to find the different parts of the ser-

vice. She turned to me and the other retreatant 

at each turn of the page to make sure we knew 

where we were. I finally experienced how even 

a heart desiring to pray can have trouble navi-

gating multiple pages throughout a book with-

out a guide. After the service, the two sisters 

thanked us for praying with them and invited us 

to come to another service they had. It felt so 

good to be thanked for praying with them, es-

pecially because half the time I had no idea 

what was going on. 

I share these experiences with you to help all 

of us to work together to be a church with gen-

uine hospitality sharing God’s love with those 

who honor us by praying with us. What can you 

do to help someone who you do not recognize 

to feel welcome at your parish? How can we as 

a community make it so everyone feels like 

they can be included in prayer at our church? 

The first steps are introducing ourselves to our 

guests, wearing our name tags so those who 
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have attended a few times don’t feel bad about 

not knowing people yet. How about our bulle-

tin, our website, our building? Let’s work to-

gether to welcome the stranger as a guest who 

honors us with their presence when they come 

to pray with us. 

Heather Hill is the rector of All Saints in Parma, 

Ohio. When not leading their churches, she 

and her husband enjoy spending time with 

their preschool aged twins. 

 

 

The Emoji Bible.  

Yes, It’s Real. 

The world’s most widely read book has a new 

translation – “web”.  Not only does the Bible 

Emoji swap out frequently used words from the 

Bible’s King James version with emojis, it also 

capitalizes on its web-friendly stance by using 

shorthand like “&”, “y”, “b”, “w/o” and “ppl” for 

“and”, “why”, “be”, “without”, and “people”. 

Around 15 percent of the 66 books have been 

replaced with emojis and shorthand slang re-

sulting in what looks like a string of texts. Lingo 

Jam, an online translator, was used to con-

struct the Bible Emoji. The creator, who was 

raised in the Christian faith, has reported angry 

commenting from atheists and conservative 

Christians alike. 

However, the creator hopes that people can 

set aside their preconceptions. 

“I hope that they view it as fun. I hope that it 

has people on both sides go and maybe look 

for themselves and what’s in the Bible and 

what it says,” the creator said, speaking to The 

Huffington Post. “The book has a lot of human 

history in it, a lot of really good things and also 

negative things. I hope it helps everyone on 

both sides of the argument to see it for what it 

is.” 

 

Walking our faith: 

 Wading in the water with  

Father Charlie 

The sharing 

of God’s 

Word that I 

experienced 

two weeks 

ago at St. 

John’s Epis-

copal Church 

warms my 

heart, even 

now. 

I can’t decide 

whether it was the obvious synchrony and af-

fection between Father Charlie and the mem-

bers of the church, an intimacy that is en-

hanced by the lovely small historic chapel 

where services are held every week. Or, 

whether it was the sermon, delivered by a 

priest who, although new to Breckenridge, is 

using his thirty years of experience to discern 

the present challenges and blessings of his 

new parish family. 

Most likely it is a combination of the two. 

For his homily, Father Charlie (most parishion-

ers just call him Charlie) sat facing the congre-

gation holding his guitar, and interspersed his 

spoken homily with verses from the old Negro 

spiritual, “Wade in the Water.” 
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Over the course of twenty minutes, Charlie 

wove together a homily that carried elements 

of the gospel story of the crippled man at the 

healing pool, Harriet Tubman’s use of the old 

song to guide slaves to freedom in the Under-

ground Railroad and musician Ramsey Lewis’ 

jazz version that enlivened the 1960’s Civil 

Rights Movement, and finally our modern walk 

of faith. (“Wade in the water, children, God’s 

gonna trouble the water.”) 

It was a transformational homily that took three 

strands and wove them together into an Amer-

ican story that reflects our history and our faith 

that no matter what our circumstances, God 

hears our cries, even in times of greatest suf-

fering or danger, and gives us the strength we 

need to keep walking in hope. 

I am not ashamed to admit that I felt the very 

real presence of the Holy Spirit hovering over 

us during that homily. 

When I began writing this weekly faith column, 

I knew that I wanted to challenge my over-

whelming introversion by getting out and meet-

ing other people of faith. As I wrote in my first 

column, it was the locals that welcomed me 

when I first arrived and helped me to see 

Breckenridge as a small town with a big heart. 

That first impression has only grown the longer 

I’ve lived here. 

As I approach the one year anniversary of my 

arrival, it’s only fitting that I meet people of 

other faith communities by interviewing their 

leaders, attending worship services and meet-

ing the members. 

As I go, I will bring you with me, to encourage 

you to find your own faith home. My hope is 

that these introductions to faith communities in 

Summit County will help. 

What I discovered in my first foray is that it’s 

one thing to interview a preacher, but if you re-

ally want to get a sense of a person, watch 

them interact with their church congregation. 

Which is exactly what I discovered with Char-

lie. 

Suzanne Elizabeth Anderson writes a weekly 

faith column for the Summit Daily News, has 

written 10 books, and can be reached at: 

www.suzanneelizabeths.com or at www.face-

book.com/SuzanneElizabeths 

We first met at one of the weekly Tuesday night 

community dinners that St. John hosts 52 

weeks a year. We chatted and then agreed to 

meet a couple days later at Amazing Grace for 

coffee and a more in-depth interview. I learned 

that Charlie had been a high school history 

teacher before his life was dramatically 

changed by two events: working at a church 

camp for seven summers (which immersed 

him deeply in the challenges and joys of com-

munity) and the early and unexpected death of 

his father (which brought him face-to-face with 

matters of ultimate concern). These two life-

changing events drew him into the seminary 

and then to become ordained in the Episcopal 

Church. 

I enjoyed hearing his story. But, after I went to 

the Sunday service, I realized that a person’s 

calling is best conveyed in action, not words. 

Before our conversation, I’d assumed that 

most pastors were drawn to this position in the 

church out of a desire to be spiritual leaders. 

After speaking with Charlie, it was apparent, 

that he sought the priesthood out of a desire to 

celebrate, grow and serve alongside others. 

That’s an important distinction. And one which 

I believe models Jesus’ instruction to his disci-

ples that those who wish to be first, should be 

last. 

After watching his homily, it was apparent that 

here was a person who would use his mind and 

heart to share the Gospel of Jesus in a manner 

that was relatable to a contemporary church. 

Over tea and sandwiches, we spoke of Char-

lie’s thirty years of service in congregations 

both small and large. I imagine that both ex-

tremes carry their own joys and challenges. 

But after experiencing the Sunday morning 

www.suzanneelizabeths.com
www.facebook.com/SuzanneElizabeths
www.facebook.com/SuzanneElizabeths
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service at St. John’s, I believe the reward of a 

smaller church is a special intimacy that can 

develop between the pastor and the people 

where connecting names to faces is easier and 

relationships are deeper. 

For instance, at the end of the service, when 

announcements were made, different mem-

bers stood and announced projects they were 

working on, or prayers that were needed. One 

woman was leaving for a medical mission trip 

to Honduras and would also be bringing much 

needed computers to a school for learning-

challenged children. Another stood and asked 

for food donations that would be taken to the 

foodbank at Father Dyer’s. 

After the service, most of the congregation 

gathered in the kitchen for coffee and dough-

nuts and conversation. All of this felt in line with 

the Episcopal Church’s reputation for social 

service. But it also occurred to me that a new-

comer to St. John’s would feel immediately 

welcome and at home here. 

I am grateful to Charlie and the entire congre-

gation of St. John’s for welcoming me to join 

them for a Sunday service and to write this pro-

file. 

I hope I will be invited to meet more faith com-

munities in Summit County. Please contact me 

if you would like to meet. God bless you! 

 

 

 

wit and wisdom 

I was in the six item express lane at the store 

quietly fuming. Completely ignoring the sign, 

the woman ahead of me had slipped into the 

check-out line pushing a cart piled high with 

groceries. Imagine my delight when the cash-

ier beckoned the woman to come forward 

looked into the cart and asked sweetly, "So 

which six items would you like to buy?" 

(Wouldn't it be great if that happened more of-

ten?) 

------------------------------------------------------------ 

Because they had no reservations at a busy 

restaurant, my elderly neighbor and his wife 

were told there would be a 45 minute wait for a 

table. "Young man, we're both 90 years old," 

the husband said. "We may not have 45 

minutes." 

They were seated immediately. 

------------------------------------------------------------ 

The reason politicians try so hard to get re-

elected is that they would "hate" to have to 

make a living under the laws they have just 

passed. 

------------------------------------------------------------ 

All eyes were on the radiant bride as her father 

escorted her down the aisle. They reached the 

altar and the waiting groom. The bride kissed 

her father and placed something in his hand. 

The guests in the front pews responded with 

ripples of laughter. Even the priest smiled 

broadly. As her father gave her away in mar-

riage, the bride gave him back his credit card. 

------------------------------------------------------------ 

Women and cats will do as they please, and 

men and dogs should relax and get used to the 

idea. 

------------------------------------------------------------ 

Three friends from the local congregation were 

asked, "When you're in your casket, and 

friends and congregation members are mourn-

ing over you, what would you like them to say?"  

Artie said, "I would like them to say I was a 

wonderful husband, a fine spiritual leader, and 

a great family man." 

Eugene commented, "I would like them to say 

I was a wonderful teacher and servant of God 

who made a huge difference in people's lives" 

Al said, "I'd like them to say, 'Look, he's mov-

ing!'" 

------------------------------------------------------------ 

Smith climbs to the top of Mt. Sinai to get close 

enough to talk to God. Looking up, he asks the 

Lord. "God, what does a million years mean to 

you?" 

The Lord replies, "A minute." 

Smith asks, "And what does a million dollars 

mean to you?" 

The Lord replies, "A penny." 

Smith asks, "Can I have a penny?" 

The Lord replies, "In a minute." 

------------------------------------------------------------ 

I was always taught to respect my elders, but it 

keeps getting harder to find one. 
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By Bill Brinkworth  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Words to Find: 

Jeroboam Azariah 

Cain Rehoboam 

Nebuchadnezzar 

Nimrod Baasha 

Israelites Omri 

Solomon Hiel 

Answers pg. 18 

  

Builders of Cities in the Bible 
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The Entrepreneurs of St. Raphael 

Share your business with us; give your business card to Ron Mesch. No business card, give Ron the information and he’ll put one together for you. 

Music Lessons by 

]udy 
 
   Piano Voice 
   Judy Westcott 719-599-7623 
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May 2016  

 SUNDAY  MON.  TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY  FRIDAY  SATURDAY  

 
 

 
 

 
 

1 
8:30 am Staff Meeting  
10 am. Thrift Store   
11 am Eucharist w/ Bible Study  
6 pm Crazy Christians Soup & 
Book Study 

2 
10 am Bee of Good Cheer 

3  
10 am Christ’s Cornucopia 
10 am. Thrift Store   
7 pm Girl Scouts Meeting  
 

4  
10 am. Thrift Store   
  

5  6  7  8  9  10  11  
Third Sunday after Pentecost 
7:45 am Morn. Prayer &Eucharist  
9 am Learning Community  
10:15 am Holy Eucharist  

 

Office Closed   
 

7 pm - Al-Anon  
5 pm Thrift Store 
cleaning & pric-
ing 

8:30 am Staff Meeting  
10 am. Thrift Store   
11 am Eucharist w/ Bible Study  
6 pm Crazy Christians Soup & 
Book Study 

10 am Bee of Good Cheer 10 am Christ’s Cornucopia 
10 am. Thrift Store   
7 pm Girl Scouts Meeting  
  

10 am. Thrift Store   
10 am Prayers and 
Squares 

12 13  14  15  16  17 18  
Forth Sunday after Pentecost 
7:45 am Morn. Prayer &Eucharist  
9 am Learning Community  
10:15 am Holy Eucharist   

Pennies from Heaven for SRP  
 

Office Closed  
 

7 pm - Al-Anon 
5 pm Thrift Store 
cleaning & pric-
ing  

8:30 am Staff Meeting  
10 am. Thrift Store   
11 am Eucharist w/ Bible Study  
6 pm Crazy Christians Soup & 
Book Study 

10 am Bee of Good Chee 
7 pm - Vestry   
r 

10 am Christ’s Cornucopia 
10 am. Thrift Store   
7 pm Girl Scouts Meeting  
  

8:30 Craft Fair  
10 am. Thrift Store  
 

19  20  21  22  23  24  25  
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
7:45 am Morn. Prayer &Eucharist  
9 am Learning Community  
10.15 am Holy Eucharist  
Newsletter Articles Due 

Office Closed  
 

7 pm - Al-Anon  
5 pm Thrift Store 
cleaning & pric-
ing 

8:30 am Staff Meeting  
10 am. Thrift Store   
11 am Eucharist w/ Bible Study  
6 pm Crazy Christians Soup & 
Book Study 

10 am Bee of Good Cheer 

 
10 am Christ’s Cornucopia 
10 am. Thrift Store   
7 pm Girl Scouts Meeting  
 

10 am. Thrift Store   
 

26 27 28 29 30  1  2  
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
7:45 am Morn. Prayer &Eucharist  
9 am Learning Community  
10:15 am Holy Eucharist 

Office Closed  
 

7 pm - Al-Anon  
5 pm Thrift Store 
cleaning & pric-
ing 

8:30 am Staff Meeting  
10 am. Thrift Store   
11 am Eucharist w/ Bible Study  
6 pm Crazy Christians Soup & 
Book Study 

 10 am Bee of Good 
Cheer 

10 am Christ’s Cornucopia 
10 am. Thrift Store   
7 pm Girl Scouts Meeting  
  

9:30 am. Thrift Store  
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May Master Schedule 2016 

 

 5-Jun 12-Jun 19-Jun 26-Jun 

Chalice Minister 1 Martha Snipes Karen Hoefer Mike LeMay Dennis McKinney 

Chalice Minister 2 Sharon Johnson Dennis McKinney Ella Nuss Martha Snipes 

1st Acolyte Amanda Anderson Iris Maldonado Amanda Anderson Sharon Johnson 

2nd Acolyte Justin Ott George Ott Koral Herndon Debbie Johnson 

Crucifer Debbie Johnson Sue Simpson Keaghan Short Justin Ott 

1st Reader Ralph Cortese Mike LeMay Pascale Arnol Patty Aranda 

2nd Reader Kathleen Gribble Iris Maldonado George Ott Irene Kornelly 

Altar Guild 1 Ella Nuss John & Betty Rawdon Dianna Jones Arlene Hicks 

Altar Guild 2 Jeannie Bergeron Davetta McCready Fred Jones Faye McQueen 

Usher 1 Mike LeMay Julie Ott Ron Hefner Fred Jones 

Usher 2 Gene Park George Ott Koral Herndon Dianna Jones 

Vestry 1 Patty Aranda Patty Aranda Patty Aranda Patty Aranda 

Vestry 2 Ron Hefner Ron Hefner Ron Hefner Ron Hefner 
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Acolytes & Chalice Minister’s List 
 

If you are not able to serve as scheduled, please call someone listed below to serve in your absence. 
 

Chalice Ministers:  Thurifers:  First Servers: 
Karen Hoeffer 473-4843 Amanda Anderson 392-5214 Amanda Anderson 338-6047 
Sharon Johnson 392-6630 Sarah Anderson 392-5214 Kelsey McKinney 596-5161 
Mike LeMay 392-7216 Kelsey McKinney 596-5161 Trevor McKinney 596-5161 
Dennis McKinney 596-5161   Betty Mesch 392-3665 
Ella Nuss 392-7595   Iris Maldonado 200-4860 
John Rawdon 390-6813    
 
Second Servers:  Crucifers:  
Debbie Johnson 720-940-7459 Debbie Johnson 720-940-7459  
George Ott 637-3498 Betty Mesch 392-3665 
Justin Ott 637-3498 Maria O’Connell 392-4040 
Iris Maldonado 200-4860 Justin Ott 637-3498 
Koral Herndon 473-2874 Koral Herndon 473-2874 
Betty Mesch 392-3665 Keagan Short 287-4900 
 
 

 


