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Senior Warden Ramblings 

The weather has finally turned 
from summer to fall and it is be-
ginning to feel like the holidays. 
Many stores have already deco-
rated for Christmas, advertise-

ments are blaring on the television 
and some of the most annoying holiday jingles 
are constantly whirling through your mind. But 
do you really need another …., in order to cel-
ebrate Christmas? Will a new CD, TV, dress, 
shirt, pair of shoes or coat be the highlight of 
your Christmas? If your answer is yes, then 
maybe you had best reconsider your priorities. 
Yes, presents are a tradition and fun and won-
derful to receive and to give and everyone en-
joys the joy and delight on a child’s face when 
they receive the long desired gift. But don’t 
make presents the center of your Christmas. 
The birth of Jesus should be the center of your 
Christmas and the love He brought to this poor 
and broken world.  

Come join the Fountain Valley Singers on Sat-
urday, December 10th at 3:00 pm in the church 
for a wonderful concert celebrating the Christ-
mas Season. Entitled “A Night Like No Other” 
the Fountain Valley Singers have worked very 
hard to present to you both traditional Christ-
mas carols and new vocal works that will thrill 

your heart. A freewill offering will be taken to 
benefit the Food Pantry. You will be happy that 
you spent an hour with the Singers away from 
the crowds in the malls.  

Visit St. Raphael’s Thrift Store for your Christ-
mas giving! You would be amazed at the gifts 
you can kind find in the undercroft of the 
church. Most of the items are new or very gen-
tly used. You just might find the perfect gift for 
Aunt Tessie or Uncle Bob! The Thrift Store is 
open on Wednesday, Friday and Saturday at 
10:00 AM. Come early and shop often as new 
items are put out each week.  

The month of December should be “Be Kind to 
Clergy” month. (It isn’t, but it should be.) Ad-
vent and Christmas are very busy times for the 
clergy and people who are busy at St. Raph-
ael’s. Please remember that there are many 
extra things for our clergy to do during this time 
of year. Not every individual request can be 
met as promptly as they would like, because 
there just isn’t enough time in the day! Con-
sider carefully whether your desire to have a 
deep, philosophical discussion can wait until 
the new year. Obviously, emergencies will al-
ways be responded to in a timely manner.  

Join us for Advent and Christmas services this 
year. Your time will be well spent.  

With best wishes for a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year,  

Irene Kornelly    
Senior Warden 

 

 

The Order of  

the Daughters of the King 

 “The mission of the 

Order is the exten-

sion of Christ’s 

Kingdom through 

Prayer, Service and 

Evangelism.” 

In support of that mission, we are engaged in 
a group study of the book Bible Women, All 
their Words and Why They Matter, by Lindsay 
H. Freeman. With each lesson, we acquire a 
deeper understanding of the role and contribu-
tion of the forty-nine women that are high-
lighted in the book. Emphasis is placed on the 
Biblical scriptures in which these women can 
be found and additional background infor-
mation on their life story. These women, 
whether they worked to spread God’s word or 
supported others in this work, gave of them-
selves unselfishly and their resources to en-
gage the world with God’s love-which is the 
mission that we continue today.  
 
God’s peace, 
Faye McQueen 
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Pastoral Pontification 

“See, I am sending my messen-

ger to prepare the way before 

me, and the Lord whom you 

seek will suddenly come to his 

temple. The messenger of the 

covenant in whom you delight—

indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of 

hosts. But who can endure the day of his com-

ing, and who can stand when he appears? For 

he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap;” 

(Malachi 3:1-2) 

This passage, found in the book of the Old Tes-

tament prophet Malachi, is drawn upon by Je-

sus in the Gospels of Matthew (11:10) and 

Mark (1:2) as he describes the significant role 

of John the Baptist. For this John is the one 

who was called to prepare the way for Jesus 

who was to follow, as the awaited Messiah. 

John’s message was to repent and to turn from 

sin. To signify that act of submission, John 

baptized with water for the forgiveness of sin. 

He also proclaimed that the one who was to 

follow would baptize with fire and the Holy 

Spirit. John’s reference to “fire” is clearly 

rooted in this passage from Malachi.  

Our liturgical observance of Advent is inten-

tionally placed just prior to Christmas to remind 

us that Jesus not only came among us as a 

child who became savior, but that this savior 

would return again for final victory over the 

powers of evil that we struggle against. Allud-

ing to his fulfillment of the writings of the 

prophet Isaiah (61:1), Jesus has his disciples 

tell John that the blind receive their sight, the 

lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf 

hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have 

good news brought to them. (MT 11:4-5). All of 

these maladies were thought to have been 

caused by an infliction of evil and Jesus 

has set them free from that infliction. 

God’s fire and soap have purified those 

who had been made impure and cleansed 

those who were unclean. Nothing re-

mained to justify their exclusion from wor-

shipping God in the Temple and syna-

gogues with the other faithful. Later, Jesus 

even raises the dead as he raises Lazarus 

and brings the centurion’s daughter back 

to life! And through his death on the cross, 

the savior eventually lays down his life for 

the sake of redeeming all humanity from 

the power sin has over it.  

Our observance of Advent brings us in 

touch with our own sinful nature that is in 

need of redemption. Like John, we are to 

prepare the way for the coming Messiah. That 

preparation begins as we become aware of our 

human failings; as we seek forgiveness for the 

damage we have done to ourselves and to oth-

ers, and as we turn our attention towards 

God’s unfailing love. Confronted with the evil of 

his day, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. knew this 

unfailing love as the arch of the universe that 

bends towards justice. That arch anointed Je-

sus to bring good news to the oppressed, to 

bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty 

to the captives, and release to the prisoners; to 

proclaim the year of God’s favor, and the day 

of God’s vengeance (Is 61:1).  

Who can endure the day of his coming, and 

who can stand when he appears? Based upon 

our own merit, none of us. But by the grace of 

God’s refining fire and cleansing with the 

fuller’s soap, we too can prepare the way for 

the savior who will return. Franciscan priest, 

Brennan Manning, reminds us that “Christian-

ity is not simply a message but an experience 

of faith that becomes a message, explicitly of-

fering hope, freedom from bondage, and a new 

realm of possibility.” (Abba’s Child, 103) Your 

life is the message Jesus is asking you to use 

as proclamation much as he used his. My 

prayer for you is that as Christmas approaches 

this year, God’s refining fire and fullers soap 

will prepare the message that has been placed 

in your heart for its proclamation that prepares 

the way for Jesus’s healing and renewal in the 

world around you.    

Grace and peace in Christ, 

Fr. Chris  

 

Council of Ministries (CoM) 
 

Rev. Twyla Chair of CoM, Readers 
Irene Kornelly Senior Warden, Food Pantry 
John Rawdon Junior Warden 
Faye McQueen Daughters of the King 
Mike LeMay Ushers, Hospitality Com. 
Sarah Anderson Acolytes, Chalice Ministers 
Sharon Johnson Lay Eucharistic Visitors 
Sheri Lynn Prayers & Squares 
Ella Nuss Columbarium 
Betty Rawdon Altar Guild 
Ron Mesch Messenger (editor) 
Debbie Johnson St. Raphael’s Place (director) 
Dennis McKinney Craft Fair (chair) 
Judy Westcott Music director 
Fr. Chris Rector 
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Musings from Mom 

Advent is a time of anticipation, ex-

pectation, joy, sometimes a bit 

too much busyness and in spite 

of the rushing we do, the many 

extra demands we place on our-

selves, it’s my favorite liturgical 

season. My prayer and hope for Advent 2016 

is that it might be a time for healing, for quiet 

reflection, for connecting with loved ones, and 

for a renewed sense of how you might want 

your Advent to be this year. 

In anticipation of writing yet another newsletter 

article and wrestling with what to say, I decided 

to look back at Advent sermons and newsletter 

articles from previous years. A few quotes and 

ideas struck me once again.   

A pastor found himself wondering what he 

might preach on for a Christmas Eve service if 

he were scheduled to preach and decided that 

he was ‘hungering for a word that would startle 

him in the same way the angel’s announce-

ment startled the shepherds.’ 

I wonder how often we are truly startled? 

Some people found events and conversations 

surrounding the campaigning and election to 

be very startling—the depth of dissatisfaction 

and unhappiness with our political system was 

more evident regardless of where our loyalties 

have been placed. But I wonder…how often 

are we startled by what we read or hear in 

Scripture? Are we startled by the messages, 

the promises, the challenges, the ways in 

which God continues to reach out to us, or do 

we even listen/hear what is being said? 

Our job as believers, as Christians who profess 

Jesus as the Savior who was sent by God to 

save the world, is to share this startling news—

the news that God loved us so much, that God 

continues to love us—all of us, each of us re-

gardless of our place in life---in the fields, in the 

Temple, or anywhere in between. 

What ‘word’ might be THE word that startles 

you this Advent season? What might startle 

you enough to share the good news with oth-

ers, to recharge the batteries of your own faith? 

We keep hearing about what matters—words 

do matter, our stories do matter, and often 

those words shared with others matter as we 

offer our own struggles and experiences. 

May your Advent be a time of startling aware-

ness of how much God loves you! 

Blessings! 
Rev. Twyla 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Junior Warden’s Notes 

Why are we called Wardens? The 

word comes from Middle English 

word, Wardien and from Anglo-

Norman which was a variant of 

Old French. Also from the Proto-

Germanic ward, related to old High 

German word, Warten. The definition of War-

den is one in a position of supervising or of a 

leader.        

Church Wardens’ duties and responsibilities 

may vary according to the customs of the par-

ish or congregation, the Canons of the Diocese 

to which the parish belongs, the desires of the 

Priest, and the direction of the Parish Board 

and/or the congregation as a whole.  

Historically there are two main types of a war-

den, the People’s Warden (Junior Warden) 

and the Assistant to the Priest (Senior Warden) 

also known as the Rector’s Warden. In most 

cases the Senior Warden and the Junior War-

den are appointed by the Rector. Wardens 

serve for a fixed term of usually one to three 

years and are usually automatically members 

of the Parish Canonical Committee, commonly 

called The Vestry. The Junior Warden is usu-

ally in charge of all buildings and grounds with 

the help of the congregation.  

As everyone has probably noticed, all of the 

Parish buildings have new roofs. We chose a 

little darker brown than we previously had. 

SRP has a lighter sha de of shingle to go with 

the paint scheme of the building. The parish 

hall and the church combined took one hun-

dred squares of shingles. A square of shingles 
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covers a 10X10 area or one hundred square 

feet. A square of shingles weighs approxi-

mately one hundred and eighty pounds. So 

you can see how much weight our roofs sup-

port! The roofs look very nice and, depending 

on our weather, should last 18 years. 

I hope everyone had a Happy Thanksgiving. I 

am sure that we ate too much, or not, that we 

watched too much football, or not, that we en-

joyed the day. Maybe we went to Grandma’s 

house, or not. We probably ate too much des-

sert, or not.  

Thanksgiving is a wonderful time to bring fam-

ilies together to celebrate our freedom, thank-

ing our veterans, our caregivers, our neighbors 

(hopefully), our police force, our fire fighters 

and our families.  

John Rawdon 

Junior Warden  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SRP News 

Advent is here. The season of 

waiting. The season of wanting 

but not yet. The season of al-

most. The season of “you’re 

getting close!” The season of 

anticipation. 

There has been a longer than expected Advent 

season for the opening of SRP and the wait 

continues. During this time of waiting, how-

ever, work continues to be done slowly but 

surely. The majority of the plumbing has been 

completed. Currently we have enough money 

to start the HVAC work. Chris and Dan have 

framed in the wall for the children’s bathrooms 

as well as, the area for the drinking fountain.   

We also continue to receive unexpected gifts. 

A neighbor of Dennis McKinney has given us a 

bid for the HVAC work that is about $2,500.00 

less than our previous bid. We have been 

given a stove/oven/microwave combination by 

a friend of Judy Westcott because they are re-

modeling their kitchen. Now we only need a 

dishwasher and a small hand sink. Our daugh-

ter and son-in-law replaced their washer and 

dryer and are donating their dryer to SRP. We 

already have a washer from Jean and Keith 

Tindill. The porches and sidewalk have been 

poured and the wrought iron hand rails will be 

gifted by a friend of Tom McGrew. We applied 

for a $5,000.00 grant from the Sangre de 

Cristo Region of the Diocese and were 

awarded a $7,500.00 grant!!! The committee is 

so supportive of our work and they continue to 

partner with us in order to get our doors open! 

For these gifts, and others, we continue to give 

thanks to God. 

The positive for us is that while the going is 

slow we are still going! We continue to move 

forward each chance we get. Every day brings 

us a day closer to SRP’s opening. Christmas 

always follows Advent. In this we can rejoice! 

Pennies from Heaven  

 for SRP  

December, 11th 
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November Vestry Meeting 

Highlights 

The Vestry met on Thursday, November 17, 

2016 at 7:00 pm in the Parish Hall. The high-

lights from the meeting are: 

 

 The meeting was opened with Com-

pline and reflection.  

 The minutes from the October 20, 2016 

meeting were approved.  

 The Vestry discussed the current sta-

tus of St. Raphael’s Place. SRP has re-

ceived a grant from the Sangre de 

Cristo region for $7,500. Plumbing 

work has been started. 

 Several events will occur in December 

and January.  

1. Newcomer Welcome – December 

11th  

2. Christmas Eve services at 4:00 pm 

and 10:30 pm, with a reception at 

9:00 pm.  

3. Christmas Day service at 10:15 am.  

4. Annual Meeting – January 29th  

 Ella had copies of the Treasurer’s Re-

port for the Vestry. Money is very tight, 

so please keep up with your pledge. 

The November 2016 treasurer’s re-

ports were approved for audit.  

 The Vestry approved an expenditure 

for a new microphone for the church. 

 The Vestry approved revisions to the 

Thrift Store Business Plan that reflect 

the current operations at the Thrift 

Store. If you haven’t visited the Thrift 

Store of late, come on down and see 

the improvements. 

 At the Annual Meeting, new vestry 

members will be elected. Three vestry 

members are needed for a 3 year term 

and 1 vestry member for a 2 year term. 

If you are interested in being a part of 

this important ministry in the church, 

please talk to a current vestry member, 

the wardens or Fr. Chris or Rev. Twyla.  

 Sharon Johnson and Sue Simpson pre-

sented information to the Vestry about 

starting a Stephen’s ministry at St. 

Raphael. Information about this excit-

ing ministry will be presented to the 

congregation throughout 2017. Please 

talk to Sharon or Sue if you think you 

may be interested or if you are just cu-

rious.  

 The meeting was adjourned and clos-

ing prayer was offered.  

 

If you would like more information about any of 

these items, the complete minutes are posted 

on the kiosk or ask a member of the Vestry.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  The 

Community Choir 

Christmas Concert 

Saturday 

December 10, 2016 

3:00 PM 

 
Audience Participation Encourage 

 

Freewill Offering 

 for our Food Pantry 
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Christ’s Cornucopia 

Every year around the holidays, Christ’s Cor-

nucopia becomes a re-enactment of the story 

of Loaves and Fishes. Somehow there is al-

ways enough for everyone who comes through 

the door – enough food, enough love and 

enough caring.  

The Food Pantry is closed until the week after 

Thanksgiving, but 42 families have been pro-

vided with Thanksgiving dinner with all of the 

“fixings.” 42 families are grateful to each and 

every one of you for your generous contribu-

tions – the turkeys, the potatoes, the cranberry 

sauce, the gravy, the stuffing, the pumpkin and 

the yams. To this the food pantry added cereal, 

eggs, yogurt, milk, cottage cheese, soup, 

green beans, bread, rolls and pretty holiday 

napkins. The tables in the parish hall groaned 

under the weight and everyone was very tired 

from all of the running back and forth. But love 

and happiness has conquered all.   

Thank you to everyone for their help in making 

Thanksgiving a time of true gratitude for every-

one. We love you! 

The Volunteers at Christ’s Cornucopia 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS FLOWER 

ENVELOPES 

We will be celebrating Christmas, the Birth of 

Jesus, in December. We will, also, begin our 

special time of waiting for this blessed event 

during Advent beginning on the First Sunday of 

Advent on November 27th.  

Beginning on November 27th there will be en-

velopes in the back of the church on the table 

with the bulletins     

The envelopes are provided for your donations 

for the cost of the poinsettias. You may desig-

nate that your offering is in memory of loved 

ones or in thanksgiving for your blessings. You 

may add your envelopes in the offering bowls 

each Sunday until the last Sunday of Advent 

on December 18th. 

Your thanksgivings and the names of your de-

parted loved ones will be included in the Christ-

mas bulletins.   

For sure we are all grateful for each other! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seasonal Music 

During Advent and Christmas, we will be sing-

ing a Service Music Setting, Missa Sonata 

Mary Magdalene, composed by Healey Willan. 

This setting has bees sung by St, Raphael’s for 

many years so it will be familiar to some of us. 

However, we are going to practice the Gloria, 

S202, to refresh it as well as teach it to those 

of you who have never sung it. This music set-

ting has been in use for over 60 years in North 

American Episcopal and Anglican Churches 

and because of that there is something com-

forting about it. 
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Dear Partners in Mission, 

When I was in 9th and 10th grade 

I ran hurdles in track and enjoyed 

the challenge of getting the steps 

right and clearing the hurdles well. 

Life presents us many hurdles of 

differing shapes and sizes, so get-

ting the steps right is much more challenging.  

The opening of the PT clinic faced numerous hur-

dles throughout the process but opened mid-Oc-

tober. For me, the biggest hurdle was the last-

minute dropping out of one of the therapists who 

had been planning to join us. She was the one I 

really wanted in the clinic because of her heart 

for Christ and her fellow-person. It caused me to 

doubt the opening, to doubt what others were 

saying to me and to doubt whether this was really 

a part of God’s plan after all. With prayer and con-

versation, a solution came to light that as an 

American PT made me uncomfortable, but this 

clinic is not in the US. 

A month or so after the opening, we have treated 

20 patients for a total of 75 treatment sessions. 

Challenges continue to unfold but we continue to 

take them to God and find solutions. The goal to 

have this clinic sustain its monthly costs may take 

a few months to come to pass, but with God’s 

help will be achieved. Please pray that God be 

the controller of decisions for this physical ther-

apy clinic, regardless of the hurdles that come 

before us. 

In Christ, 

Cathy Donahoe 

SAMS Missionary 

Dominican Republic 

Feed Your Neighbor 

as Yourself 

by Trista Kendall 

 “There is beauty in feeding 

others when you are spiritu-

ally or physically hungry your-

self.” That’s a quote from chef 

Lisa Donovan that I ripped out 

of a magazine and pinned to the corkboard in 

my kitchen. 

Church people are good at feeding – that’s the 

whole spiritual point of Eucharist, obviously – 

and in the gospels, Jesus is constantly eating, 

feeding, serving, drinking, fishing, or hanging 

out around the table (see: fishes and loaves, 

turning water to wine, and breaking bread with 

several Pharisees). 

We have always been a food-centric faith, and 

I’m proud of that tradition of hospitality. But I’ve 

seen a disconnect – a big one – between how 

we feed ourselves and how we feed “others”. 

I lived in Nashville when I was little, where my 

church participated in Room in the Inn. 

Churches are each responsible for hosting 

homeless guests one night each week, provid-

ing meals, showers, and a safe place to sleep. 

Different groups and families at our church 

would take the lead on hosting the evening 

meal. I must have been 6 or 7 the first time I 

remember my family cooking dinner. I don’t re-

member the main dish, which is funny, be-

cause I vividly remember the side dish – baked 

beans. 

When I was little, I thought beans looked gross 

and tasted gross and just felt gross when 

chewing. So my 7-year-old self was HORRI-

FIED that we were serving baked beans to the 

men who came to Room in the Inn. I said 

something to my parents along the lines of 

“Don’t these people have enough problems? 

And we’re feeding them beans?” So when the 

time came for the dinner buffet, I took up a self-

appointed station beside the beans and whis-

pered to every single guy coming through line, 

“I’m sorry about the beans. There’s ginger-

bread cake for dessert.” 

The night went well, despite the beans. The 

only other part of the evening I really remem-

ber is that after we cleaned up, my sister and I 

played checkers with a couple of the guys and 

one gentleman told me I reminded him of his 

daughter and gave me a flattened penny. 
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Cut to age 9ish: my Sunday school class and 

some parental chaperones signed up to pro-

vide that week’s Room in the Inn dinner. We 

cooked spaghetti and some anemic salad, and 

I remember thinking that we should have done 

better. Which was born out when someone’s 

mother came around and quietly told each kid 

not to worry, that she was ordering pizza for us 

so we didn’t have to eat “that”. And when she 

came around and bent down to tell me, I was 

serving up wilted salad to a guy in a black 

baseball cap. I saw his face; obviously, he’d 

heard what she said. I was mortified and sick 

to my stomach. She wouldn’t let us sit with 

“them” while we ate, so I picked at salad and 

stared at my plate and avoided eye contact 

with any of the men at the other table. I cried 

when my dad came to pick me up.  

Recall the words of Jesus in Mark 12:30-31 – 

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 

with all your soul and with all your mind and 

with all your strength…Love your neighbor as 

yourself.” 

It was obvious to a nine-year-old that we can 

and should extrapolate “love your neighbor as 

yourself” to “feed your neighbor as yourself”. 

Feed your neighbor as yourself. Sounds easy. 

But think about it: how many times does a food 

drive turn into cleaning out the cans from back 

of the cupboard, the stale and weird and boring 

stuff you didn’t really intend to eat anyway? 

Many others have written about the good work 

being done on food systems in our communi-

ties. Churches are participating in system-wide 

changes that provide more dignity through our 

food ministries, including in symbolic but in-

credibly significant ways: inviting food banks 

out of basements and into sanctuaries, wel-

coming soup kitchen diners in through the front 

doors instead of the back, hiring diners into 

long-term, paying jobs at the churches where 

they eat. 

These changes are critical and must continue, 

but we also have to continue teaching the next 

generation of church cooks and servers and 

feeders that the food itself we serve to others 

is just as important as sharing an actual table. 

If we can go to the trouble to provide sacra-

mental wine and grape juice, bread and gluten-

free wafers to each other every time we share 

the Eucharist, we can go to the trouble to make 

sure the meals we serve our neighbors – all our 

neighbors – would be something nutritious and 

delicious that we would be delighted to serve 

our own families. 

My grandparents led an activity in our family 

that left a big impression. In late fall, my grand-

parents would send my sister and me each an 

envelope with a $20 bill inside. On the enve-

lope they wrote very explicit instructions for the 

use of this $20 bill, something like: “This money 

is for you, but it is not for you to keep. Your 

parents have agreed to take you to the grocery 

store to spend this money on items for the up-

coming food drive at church. You can purchase 

whatever you’d like with it. Please let us know 

what you choose.” 

I vividly remember these trips to the grocery 

store, separate and special trips where we 

each got the undivided attention of a parent for 

the sole purpose of spending $20 for someone 

else. I remember these trips taking forever (an 

impression confirmed by my parents while I 

was writing this essay), partially because I was 

constantly doing math to make sure I was 

within my budget and partially because my 

designated parent had the responsibility of 

teaching me as we walked the aisles: what 

“non-perishable” and why it was important; 

what foods are nutritious; how many different 

ingredients it takes to make a full meal; what 

kinds of foods I liked to eat that I’d want to 

share with others. I was so proud to walk down 

the aisle to the altar during the offertory with 

my own bag of groceries that I picked myself. 

As we grow and mature, so does our giving. I 

know now that $1 in cash given to a food pro-

gram reaches further than $1 in canned goods, 

because it allows food programs to purchase 

more food in bulk and pay for the transporta-

tion and coordination. And more to my point 

Music Lessons by 

Judy 
 
   Piano Voice 
   Judy Westcott 719-599-7623 
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that the food itself matters, cash allows food 

program buyers to purchase items that their 

customers actually want, fresh produce, food 

that’s culturally relevant to their communities, 

and food that those of us cleaning out our cup-

boards might never think to provide, like salt or 

spices or cooking oil. 

And when we have the opportunity to choose 

the actual food we feed our neighbors – all our 

neighbors – let’s pause to think it through. Let’s 

teach each other the true beauty in feeding 

others when we are spiritually or physically 

hungry ourselves. Let’s start by feeding our 

neighbors – all of our neighbors – as we feed 

ourselves. 

Trista Kendall is a writer, enthusiastic home 

cook, preacher’s kid, and amateur beer histo-

rian newly based in the Seattle area. She 

works as a nonprofit fundraiser for environ-

mental organization Stand.earth and worships 

at Grace Episcopal Church on Bainbridge Is-

land. 

 

A Simple Season 

By Charles.LaFond 

I watch television with commercials the way a 

house-cat goes swimming - that is, infrequently, 

and with no small amount of annoyance. 

Recently I was home with the sniffles and found 

myself watching television, simply so that there 

would be another voice in the room. Over and 

over again I saw commercials, remembering that 

I dislike them. Sweaters, pajamas, cookware, a 

gizmo that peels vegetables, diamond rings, 

plastic toys, Christmas decorations (Ok, I admit 

that I perked up at the decorations …they were 

sparkly and the music was fun! I was defense-

less!) 

That moment I made a decision which is now 

playing out in my life. 

I called my sister, the matriarch of our family, and 

explained that my plan, this year, was to engage 

in a “simple season.” I asked that my family mem-

bers please refrain from making any purchases 

for me this Christmas.  I asked that they do some-

thing for me - a letter, a decorated card, a dozen 

home-made cookies and if it arrived at Easter be-

cause this next few weeks were busy, that would 

be fine with me. I asked that they take 15 

minutes, and do something or make something 

which I might enjoy, but which will no longer exist 

on this planet or in my closets in January.  

In turn, I explained that I was looking forward to 

making English Butter Toffee, Toasted Almond 

Bark with sea salt and Sharp Cheddar Cheese 

Crisps for their Christmas gifts. I explained that I 

would be making their cards this year and inside 

the cards would be words from me, and not from 

a Hallmark employee. I explained that I loved 

them and was not doing this to save money. If 

they needed money or a gift card for food I would 

be happy to send them whatever they needed, 

but that, as far as a Christmas Gift was con-

cerned, these were my requests.   

So, I have made some beautiful boxes and used 

print blocks to print and then color in Christmas 

Cards on a Tree of Life theme (I borrowed mark-

ers and a stamp from the church). I have blocks 

of good cheddar cheese, bins of toasted al-

monds, pounds of butter, a bottle of vanilla, dark 

chocolate and lavender sea salt. This week I will 

begin making these gifts and I will send them 

early so that my family and friends can use them 

when they entertain before and throughout 

Christmas. 

Advent begins this week. For what do you long? 

I long for a simpler, kinder life. I long to make 

something which tastes lovely and give it away. I 

long for a friend to touch my hand when we talk. 

I long for a nation less ravenous for things, 

money and power - and an Episcopal Church like 

that too.   

What do you long for this Christmas and how 

might your Advent be a real, tangible indication 

that your actions match your words? Could you 

make things and send them? Could you avoid 

malls and internet surfing? Could you simplify 

this season? 

And if you do, might it end up being less glamor-

ous but much more beautiful? 
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Post-Election  

Prayer Campaign Launched 

The recent presidential election has revealed 

great conflict and deep division, not only be-

tween the two principal candidates and their 

political parties, but also in American society.  

Even within the faith communities, there has 

been discord and animosity. Some news re-

ports indicate from exit polling that four out of 

five self-described Protestant evangelical vot-

ers cast ballots for Donald Trump. On the other 

hand, progressive Protestants and Catholics 

have launched the “safety pin” movement to 

signal concern for those who, because of the 

election results, may feel vulnerable and of lit-

tle value in society. 

In the midst of this continuing tension, the An-

glican Fellowship of Prayer has launched a 

Post-Election Prayer Campaign, seeking to 

create a discipline of deep prayer for the well-

being of all of America’s citizens, and for God’s 

holy presence in the political rancor now and in 

the coming years. 

“In one sense, the campaign season is over,” 

offered the Rev. Dr. John Throop, president of 

the AFP Executive Council. “In another sense, 

the campaign for the spiritual life of America 

has now begun.” The Anglican Fellowship of 

Prayer supports Presiding Bishop Michael 

Curry call to all parishes and their members to 

pray in these weeks after the election to help 

to bring healing and hope to our faith commu-

nities and to all Americans.  “While these are 

difficult and, for some, perilous times, we also 

are in a unique and dynamic season of prayer 

for our nation and its leaders.” 

“Throughout its 60-year history,, the Anglican 

Fellowship of Prayer has worked to help 

churches and their members to grow in their 

spiritual lives and to practice the art of prayer,” 

Throop said, and continuing; “Those of us in 

the leadership of this spiritual ministry in the 

Episcopal Church want to encourage all bish-

ops, clergy and people to have confidence in 

prayer, knowing that, when we seek God’s 

help and trust in God’s holy grace, we can be 

still and seek after divine values of justice, love 

and peace even in these days of anxiety, anger 

and division.” 

During the Post-Election Prayer Campaign, the 

Anglican Fellowship of Prayer will provide pe-

riodic “prayer points” to help those in prayer to 

focus on specific needs of the presidential tran-

sition. “With direction in prayer,” said Throop, 

“we are strengthening individuals, small 

groups and churches to seek God’s grace to 

protect this nation and its peoples, especially 

the vulnerable and the outcast. 

“We’ve just celebrated the conclusion of the 

church year with the Feast of Christ the King,” 

Throop observed. “That’s a fitting reminder that 

we live in the dominion of God, and that all 

worldly power exercised by our elected and ap-

pointed leaders is given to them in trust, and 

that trust means that they are to be humble 

stewards of the power that. From a human 

point of view, they possess.” 

Throop believes that the power of prayer cer-

tainly can calm our hearts and center our 

souls. “But there’s more,” he added; “We claim 

God’s promises to walk with us through difficult 

passages in personal and national life. We can 

rejoice in God’s might, and we can rest in 

God’s mercy.” 

Party No Matter What Party 

You Are From 

Charles.LaFond 

On the Sunday night after the 

election, in the smoky dark-

ness of the great cathedral 

nave of our church, people 

gathered. They gathered be-

cause they always do, but only half of them. 

The other half of them arrived never having vis-

ited before. Can you imagine? Arriving for a 

church service and having the congregation 

doubled?!   

People had heard about the special service on 

the news on Friday night and on CPR radio. It 

was a call for unity in our city. It was not a reli-

gious experience to soothe democrats or to 

celebrate with republicans. It was just a place 

to gather together. That is what the church 

ideal does well. It gathers together. So, we did. 

We gathered. 

We wandered in the smoky darkness of the 

nave lit with candles and full of interactive sta-

tions set up all over the church to help people 

connect with their God and with their feelings 

and with each other. One could go to a wailing 
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wall and place in its cracks a card on which 

they wrote their wailings. One could go to a 

baptismal font beneath which were mirrors and 

red and blue felt and - by looking into the font’s 

glass bowl - one would see one’s face in the 

midst of blue and red - wondering what it will 

be like for supporters of different candidates to 

remain together in baptismal promises. We 

could go to a room full of blue and red Christ-

mas ornaments and shards of splintered lights 

and place tags on a tree expressing our long-

ings for the future. We could go to a massive 

table to paint cards with a tree of life symbol 

and write notes to people we love, or to our-

selves, or to God. We could visit one room ded-

icated to holy oil among stones for healing or 

blessing so that Trump supporters can bless 

and Clinton supporters can heal and we can all 

do it together. There was even a place to light 

hundreds of candles and simply pray. 

It was amazing to see people allow themselves 

20 minutes to simply wander and pray and in-

teract with things to help them process the 

week’s elections. But then the most amazing 

thing of all happened. After the service, we 

gathered in Dagwell hall and sat in a circle 

around a beautiful low floor-table full of Jesus 

and light and flowers and with a talking-piece, 

we each expressed our longings for the future. 

Seventy-five people spoke - one at a time - 

sometimes with tremulous voices, or sat and 

listened. We answered two questions: 

1. For what do you now long? 

2. What now, do you midwife into being? 

What are your answers to that question? 

On Wednesday night, we gather as a church 

community. We will listen to live jazz, eat 

French foods like brandied pear and gorgon-

zola salad, Beef Bourgeon, and chocolate 

cups with chocolate mousse and a raspberry 

coulis. We will dance and eat and celebrate to-

gether - democrats and republicans, we will 

gather and love on each other.   

When Jesus said do “this” in remembrance of 

me, I am convinced we are following that com-

mandment. Gathering, celebrating, weeping, 

together. That is church. Ritual is only the con-

tainer. And only one possible container. A sec-

ond is like unto it - a great and glorious party! 

And I am less and less convinced that there is 

much difference, ideally.      

 

 

 

Absolution after Abortion 

Beyond the Year of Mercy 

As Pope Francis closes the doors on the Ro-

man Catholic Church’s Jubilee Year of Mercy, 

he has announced that an exception to the rule 

on absolving women who have had abortions 

will continue indefinitely. 

NPR (National Public Radio) explains: 

Pope Francis has declared that abortion, which 

remains a “grave sin” in the eyes of the Catho-

lic Church, can be absolved by ordinary priests 

for the foreseeable future — instead of requir-

ing the intervention of a bishop. 

The change was implemented on a temporary 

basis, for one year only, as part of the Catholic 

Church’s “Year of Mercy,” which began last 

December and ended on Sunday. 

On Sunday, in a letter praising the gifts of 

mercy and joy encountered during the Jubilee 

Year, Francis spent several paragraphs on the 
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subject of Penance and Reconciliation, con-

cluding, 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation must regain 

its central place in the Christian life. This re-

quires priests capable of putting their lives at 

the service of the “ministry of reconciliation” (2 

Cor 5:18), in such a way that, while no sin-

cerely repentant sinner is prevented from 

drawing near to the love of the Father who 

awaits his return, everyone is afforded the op-

portunity of experiencing the liberating power 

of forgiveness. … 

 
Given this need, lest any obstacle arise be-

tween the request for reconciliation and God’s 

forgiveness, I henceforth grant to all priests, in 

virtue of their ministry, the faculty to absolve 

those who have committed the sin of procured 

abortion. The provision I had made in this re-

gard, limited to the duration of the Extraordi-

nary Holy Year, is hereby extended, notwith-

standing anything to the contrary. I wish to re-

state as firmly as I can that abortion is a grave 

sin, since it puts an end to an innocent life. In 

the same way, however, I can and must state 

that there is no sin that God’s mercy cannot 

reach and wipe away when it finds a repentant 

heart seeking to be reconciled with the Father. 

May every priest, therefore, be a guide, sup-

port and comfort to penitents on this journey of 

special reconciliation. 

Before last Advent, absolution for abortion had 

been restricted to the ministry of bishops, alt-

hough they could delegate that authority to 

priests, and many regularly did so in the US, 

according to NPR. 

“Forgiveness has always been available — al-

beit through more formal channels,” Candida 

R. Moss, a professor of New Testament and 

Early Christianity at the University of Notre 

Dame, told NPR at the time. “That message 

wasn’t out there because the rhetoric that ac-

companies abortion is so elevated that it eclip-

ses the Church’s teaching on forgiveness and 

mercy.” 

 

Speaking to the Soul: Persis-

tent Confusion 

by Kristin Fontaine 

But they understood nothing about all these 

things; in fact, what he said was hidden from 

them, and they did not grasp what was said. 

~Luke 18:34 

This one line among all of the readings for 

Tuesday, Proper 29 lept off the page a me. 

Like the disciples in Luke, I struggle in my un-

derstanding of things and fail to grasp what is 

said. 

Once, when I was a teenager, I was invited out 

by a friend. He asked if I would like to see 

teachers, which I took to mean a social visit 

with actual teachers. This was not beyond the 

range of possibility in the small-town I was 

from, so I said sure. I was completely confused 

when we arrived at the movie theater and went 
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in to see the movie “Teachers”. I was too em-

barrassed and confused by the misunder-

standing to back out, and so I saw my first R-

rated movie when I was 16. I remember noth-

ing of the movie, so terrified was I that I would 

get caught for breaking the rules. 

I wonder how much of the disciples confusion 

and failure to grasp what was being said came 

from something like that. They each have their 

own expectations of who or what Jesus is and 

what he has come to do. It is easy to let those 

expectations fill in for understanding resulting 

in confusion and misunderstanding when the 

other person’s words or deeds don’t match the 

preconceived notions. 

The thing that struck me about the disciples, 

however, is that no matter how confused they 

get they still act. They continue to follow Jesus 

and he continues to upset their preconceived 

notions of what he should be doing. He pa-

tiently (and sometimes impatiently) explains 

parables, encourages them in their own mis-

sions, and gives them guidance that seems to 

be contrary to the social mores of their time. 

They suffer great fear and doubt when the 

death he foretold for himself comes to pass, 

but they don’t stop hoping that it will all be for 

something greater than themselves. They are 

not perfect advocates for his message. They 

are somewhat messy messengers, and they 

go out and do the work anyway. 

Jesus has this to say about the power of per-

sistence: 

And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has 

a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say 

to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 

for a friend of mine has arrived, and I have 

nothing to set before him.’ And he answers 

from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door has 

already been locked, and my children are with 

me in bed; I cannot get up and give you any-

thing.’ I tell you, even though he will not get up 

and give him anything because he is his friend, 

at least because of his persistence he will get 

up and give him whatever he needs. ~Luke 

11:5-8 

Do the thing that you can do. Be persistent in 

faith and in action and follow in the best tradi-

tion of the slightly clueless disciples who paved 

the way for a whole new faith. 

Kristin Fontaine is an itinerant Episcopalian, 

crafter, hobbyist, and unstoppable organizer of 

everything. Advent is her favorite season, but 

she thinks about the meaning of life and her 

relationship to God year-round. It all spills out 

in the essays she writes. She and her husband 

own Dailey Data Group, a statistical consulting 

company. 

 

 

 

 

 

How Does One 

Love Like That? 

By The Reverend Canon Kenneth A. Malcolm 

The young pagan soldier was tired and pain-

fully cold, but grateful that the walls of the city 

were in sight. He and his men had been or-

dered to protect the road, a dangerous one, on 

the approach to Amiens. He was the last to re-

turn. As he arrived at the city gates, he noticed 

a threadbare pilgrim huddled against the wall. 

It was nothing new to see such suffering, but 

this time the soldier saw him differently. Martin 

unfastened his heavy red cloak, part of the uni-

form of a Roman imperial soldier, split it with 

his sword, and handed half to the beggar as he 

rode through the city gate. That night Martin 

dreamt that Jesus was wearing his torn cloak. 

That dream changed the course of his life. 

Every time I hear the story of St. Martin of 

Tours, I am taken aback: How does one love 

like that? How does one love with the heart of 

Jesus? 
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This past summer I had the privilege of jour-

neying to Spain with a group of young people 

enrolled in their third year of the Colorado 

Youth Leadership Initiative. We were pilgrims 

on El Camino de Santiago de Compostela, the 

oldest pilgrimage route in Western Christen-

dom. On our journey together, we experienced 

wonderful acts of kindness, of relationship and 

hospitality — all of them acts of love and too 

many to count. That question, How does one 

love like that? was on my heart during our jour-

ney. A simple ¡Buen Camino! from a fellow pil-

grim lifted our spirits in the pouring rain, as did 

members of our group racing to the aid of a cy-

clist who had crashed. We experienced won-

derful acts of kindness, and in turn, without re-

alizing it, we returned them. We were divided 

by language, but not by love. It was amazing. 

How does one love like that? How do we follow 

St. Martin? How do we continue in the foot-

steps taken by our youth — what they experi-

enced and embodied this past summer? This 

is the challenge of Christian formation: the pro-

cess of preparing ourselves spiritually so we 

notice the broken places and the suffering in 

the world and, when our hearts are full, instead 

of turning away, responding with prayer, love, 

relationship. 

As we began our journey on the Camino, we 

were anxious to see the cathedral in 

Compestela, although the sight was days 

away. The spires were still days away after 

walking eight hours the first day! It wasn’t until 

we settled into the everydayness, the every-

moment-ness of the journey, that the rhythm of 

the Camino became our focus. Once we set-

tled into the moments of the journey, the desire 

to rush forward to our destination faded as 

well. A lesson from the Camino for Advent, I 

think. 

 

How does one love like that? It’s a question we 

await the answer to in this season of Advent. 

In Advent we have the chance to begin our 

journey with Jesus anew. During this season of 

expectation and waiting, take the time to slow 

down. Take the time to be present for the jour-

ney. Take the time, because we are waiting for 

nothing less than the gift of God entering crea-

tion. Think about that: The First Mover of All 

Creation, the Eternal Logos, the Word, be-

comes the child! It’s as if God is saying, “See, 

this is my Son, flesh and bones, just like you!” 

This single, relational act changes the possibil-

ities of our lives forever. 

The stories of the faithful are stories replete 

with moments noticed: Moses, Naomi, the Ro-

man soldier at the cross, now St. Martin of 

Tours. Their lives were changed because they 

were present in the moment. This may, in fact, 

be the answer to the question, How does one 

love like that? 

May we choose to be present. May we choose 

to notice the moments, the holy everydayness, 

of our lives. May our hearts be full as we await 

the coming of our Savior! 

The Reverend Canon Kenneth A. Malcolm is 

the Missioner for Evangelism, Formation, and 

Leadership Development for The Episcopal 

Church in Colorado. 

 

  



- 16 - 

 

By Bill Brinkworth 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Words to Find: 

Isaac & Rebekah 

Boaz & Ruth 

Jacob & Rachel 

Zacharias & Elisabeth 

Adam & Eve 

Joseph & Asenath 

Joseph & Mary 

Abraham & Sarah 

Moses & Zipporah 

Aquila & Priscilla 

Answers pg. 19 

  

Couples of the Bible II 

e Comforter 
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December 2016  

 SUNDAY  MON.  TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY  FRIDAY  SATURDAY  

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

1 
10 am Bee of Good Cheer 
 

2 
9 am Christ’s Cornucopia 
10 am. Thrift Store 

3 
10 am. Thrift Store   

4  5  6  7 8  9  10  
Second Sunday Advent 
7:45 am Morn. Prayer &Eucharist  
9 am Learning Community  
10:15 am Holy Eucharist  
Daughters of the King - Rededication 

Office Closed   
 

5 pm Thrift Store 
cleaning & pricing 
6 pm Fountain Valley 
Singers 
7 pm - Al-Anon 

8:30 am Staff Meeting  
10 am. Thrift Store   
11 am Eucharist w/ Bible Study  
 

10 am Bee of Good Cheer 10 am Christ’s Cornucopia 
10 am. Thrift Store 

10 am. Thrift Store   
10 am Prayers and 
Squares 

11 12  13  14  15  16 17  
Third Sunday Advent 

Welcoming Sunday 
7:45 am Morn. Prayer &Eucharist  
8 am Choir Practice 
9 am Learning Community  
10:15 am Holy Eucharist   

Pennies from Heaven for SRP  

Office Closed  
 

5 pm Thrift Store 
cleaning & pricing 
7 pm - Al-Anon 

8:30 am Staff Meeting  
10 am. Thrift Store   
11 am Eucharist w/ Bible Study  
 

10 am Bee of Good Chee 
7 pm - Vestry   
 

9 am Christ’s Cornucopia 
10 am. Thrift Store  

10 am. Thrift Store  
10 am DOK Meeting 

18  19  20  21  22  23  24  
Fourth Sunday Advent 
7:45 am Morn. Prayer &Eucharist  
8 am Choir Practice 
9 am Learning Community  
10.15 am Holy Eucharist  
Newsletter Articles Due 

Office Closed  
 

5 pm Thrift Store 
cleaning & pricing 
7 pm - Al-Anon 

8:30 am Staff Meeting  
10 am. Thrift Store   
11 am Eucharist w/ Bible Study  
 

 9 am Christ’s Cornucopia 
 

Christmas Eve 
4 pm Family Service 
9 pm Reception 
10 pm Singing of 
Christmas Carols 
10:30 Midnight Mass 
 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
Christmas Day 
10:15 am Holy Eucharist 

Office Closed  
 

Office Closed 
5 pm Thrift Store 
cleaning & pricing 
7 pm - Al-Anon 

Office Closed 
10 am. Thrift Store   
 

Office Closed 

 
Office Closed 
10 am. Thrift Store 

Office Closed 
10 am. Thrift Store   
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December Master Schedule 2016 

Ministry 4-Dec 11-Dec 18-Dec 24-Dec 4pm 24 Dec 10:30pm 25 Dec 10:15am 

Chalice Minister 1 Mike LeMay Karen Hoefer Sharon Johnson TBD TBD Martha Snipes 

Chalice Minister 2 Ella Nuss Dennis McKinney Ella Nuss TBD TBD Ella Nuss 

1st Acolyte Sharon Johnson Iris Maldonado Amanda Anderson TBD TBD Iris Maldonado 

2nd Acolyte Justin Ott Debbie Johnson Koral Herndon TBD TBD Debbie Johnson 

Crucifer Bryce Austin Sue Simpson Patty Aranda TBD TBD Keaghan Short 

1st Reader George Ott Paul Gaethke Mike LeMay Lorena Gaethke Sharon King  Ella Nuss 

2nd Reader Pascale Arnol Sarah Anderson Patty Aranda Aaron Gaethke Debbie Johnson Mike LeMay 

Altar Guild 1 Betty Rawdon Darlene Blood Arlene Hicks, Faye  Ella Nuss Nuss Nuss 

Altar Guild 2 John Rawdon Joanie Esposito McQueen, Patty Aranda Jeannie Bergeron Bergeron Bergeron 

Usher 1 Kim Tacey Ron Hefner Julie Ott TBD TBD Peggy Kirk 

Usher 2 Kevin Tacey Koral Herndon George Ott TBD TBD Clint Kirk 

Vestry 1 Ron Hefner Ron Hefner Ron Hefner Ron Hefner Ron Hefner Ron Hefner 

Vestry 2 Patty Aranda Patty Aranda Patty Aranda Patty Aranda Patty Aranda Patty Aranda 

Greeter Lorena Gaethke Lorena Gaethke Lorena Gaethke Lorena Gaethke   
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Acolytes & Chalice Minister’s List 
 

If you are not able to serve as scheduled, please call someone listed below to serve in your absence. 
 

Chalice Ministers:  Thurifers:  First Servers: 
Karen Hoeffer 473-4843 Amanda Anderson 392-5214 Amanda Anderson 338-6047 
Sharon Johnson 392-6630 Sarah Anderson 392-5214 Kelsey McKinney 596-5161 
Mike LeMay 392-7216 Kelsey McKinney 596-5161 Trevor McKinney 596-5161 
Dennis McKinney 596-5161   Betty Mesch 392-3665 
Ella Nuss 392-7595   Iris Maldonado 200-4860 
John Rawdon 390-6813    
 
Second Servers:  Crucifers:  
Debbie Johnson 720-940-7459 Debbie Johnson 720-940-7459  
George Ott 637-3498 Betty Mesch 392-3665 
Justin Ott 637-3498 Justin Ott 637-3498 
Iris Maldonado 200-4860 Koral Herndon 473-2874 
Koral Herndon 473-2874 Keagan Short 287-4900  
Betty Mesch 392-3665  
 
 
Altar Guild Phone Numbers 
Jeannie Bergeron Home 392-7595 
Ella Nuss. Home. 392-7595 

 Work 579-2024 
Joan Esposito. Home 597-1714 

 Cell 719-337-5969 
Darlene Blood Home 597-1714 

 Cell 719-337-5935 
Arlene Hicks Home 390-7721 

 Cell 719-964-7721 
Faye McQueen Home 391-0611 

 Cell 719-210-3680 
Betty and John Rawdon. Home 390-6813 

 Betty Cell 719-660-7085 
 John Cell. 719-660-7024 

Patty Aranda Cell 719-290-7513 
Rev.  Chris Home 313-9186.      

 Cell 303-507-0833 
Rev. Twyla. Cell 719-650-0349 
St. Raphael 392-3563 

 


